FUTURE FORMS

There is no special verb form to talk about the future in English. The present continuous and the structures will (‘ll) and be going to are three common ways to talk about the future. Each one tells us something different about what happened before the moment of speaking.

	 We
	are going to leave

will leave

are leaving

leave
	at seven o’clock tomorrow morning.


All these sentences are correct. They give the same facts. The choice depends on the reason the speaker sees for the future event.

When you study the different future forms the examples are more important than the explanations. You can’t learn a rule and then use it. You will slowly build up a picture of the differences as you hear and read more natural English. Often the differences are small, and you are not likely to be misunderstood. Be patient and build your understanding step by step.

Will (‘ll) + infinitive

    Statement, Negative                               Question

	I, we

you

they

he, she, it
	will (‘ll)

will not

(won’t)
	  say.
	 Will
	I, we

you 

they

he, she, it
	say?


Short Answer

	Yes,

No,
	I, we

you

they

he, she, it
	will.

will not (won’t).


To be going to

 Statement, Negative                            Question

	I
	am

am not
	going to come.
	Am
	I
	going to come?

	you, we, they
	are

are not

(aren’t)
	
	Are
	you

we 

they
	

	he, she, it
	is 

is not (isn’t)
	
	Is
	he, she, it
	


                                Short Answer

	Yes,

No,
	I
	am.

am not.

	
	you, we, they
	are.

are not (aren’t).

	
	he, she, it
	is.


                                     Will + infinitive

	Use
	Examples

	1. decisions taken at the moment of speaking (on-the- spot decisions, spontaneous decisions)

2. actions or predictions which  may (not) happen in the future

3. requests, offers, promises, threats, warnings, comments; especially with I expect, I hope, I believe, I think, I’m sure, I’m afraid, probably
	Since it’s getting dark, I’ll turn on the light.

- Mr. Green is giving a talk tomorrow. – Oh! I’ll go.

She’ll probably buy the dress. 

I’m afraid I’ll be a little late.

Don’t worry about the meeting. I will support you.

I’m afraid the line is busy. Will you hold?


                                   To be going to

	Use
	Examples

	1. planned actions or intentions

2. firm predictions, when there is some physical evidence that an event will take place
	We’re going to listen to Mr. Green’s speech tomorrow.

Can you get some more paper for the printer? It’s going to run out any minute.

It’s already 28º C. It’s going to be very hot today.


                                 Present Continuous

	Use
	Examples

	Arrangements – appointments or things we have arranged to do in the near future (except stative verbs, see Unit 5)
	Are you doing anything this weekend? – Yes, I’m playing golf with Barry on Saturday. (I have arranged to play golf with him)


Shall is used with I/we in questions, suggestions, offers or when asking for advice:

Shall we play tennis?

What shall I do?

Future time expressions

	In a fortnight   in a moment   in three months’ time    later today    tomorrow    the day after tomorrow    next week   next year
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